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To THE 


E that is arrived at ſuch a degree of wickedneſs, that his Princi- 
ples will allow him to equivocate in the moſt ſolemn Aſſeverations, 
and to put on any perſon or (hape for the ,carrying on his Defigns, 
has thereby a great advantage over the common people, who being 
more honeſk and ſemple, can ſcarce think it poſſible, that men, 

profeſſing God and Religion, ſhould admit of principles and prattices ſo diametri- 

cally contrary : and men that are prepoſſeſſed with prejudices of envy, ill-will, or 

the like, againſt their Neighbonrs, do readily embrace thoſe mens ſuggeſtions a- 

gainſt theſe, how falſe and groundleſs ſoever they be, Hence it is, that our Po- 
piſh Enemies having no other way to ſave themſelves from the Demerits of their 

Helliſh Plots, do wery induſtrioufly by Pamphlets and otherwiſe labour to beget and 

encreaſe enmity among diſſenting Proteſtants, And they ſo far prevail, that 
notwithſtanding the deftruitip deſigned by them againſt Proteſtants, yet ſome have 

greater enmity and kiveracn thoſe that differ from them either in leſſer points 
of Religion, or in ſentiments about civil Mattersthan againſt the Papiſts themſelves. 
hich may be percetved,yot only in common conver ſe,but even in the Pulpit it ſelf : 
whence 1 muſt confeſs, I have ſometimes heard ( though not in my own Parifh ) 
diſcourſes ſo full of rancer axd bitterneſs againſt diſſenting Proteſtants, that 7 
could not but greatly bewail the ill tendencies thereof, and at the ſame time was 
glad my Children and Servants were not there, that they might not learn by ſuch 
Rhetorical Invedtives to malign their Neighbours, inſtead of loving their Fne- 
mies, as Chriſt has commanded. 
T heſe men pretending great zeal for the Government and Church of England 
{ as thoſe Members of the laft long Parliament alſo 4id,who were expelled thence for 
being Papiſts ) will difficultly allow any other but ſuch as themſelves to be at all Pro- 
reſtants, Wherefore 7 thought it would be of ſervice to Proteſtantiſm, or Re- 
formed Chriitianity, to mind my Country-men of the Fudgment of the Learned 
and Fudicious Mr. Chillingworth concerning the Religion of Proteſtants, the 
Differences among them, the uſe of Force and Compulſion in Religion, private 
Judgment of Conſcience, in F-8 from publick, and ſome other matters coutro- 
verted between Proteſtants and Papiits, which 7 have collefted out of his Book, 
Tntituled, The Religion of Proteſtants a fafe way to Salvation : avd which 7 
hope will be of the greater prevalency with ſome, not only for the great ſtrength 
of reaſon and judgment found therein : but moreover, for that Mr. Chilling- 
worth had himſelf” been once of the Roman Church, and had therefore experience 
as well as judgment to-guide him in theſe matters. He wrote alſo in the year 1637, 
which was before the following unnatural Yar. He was not on'y of the Church of 
England himſelf, which he defended againſt the Papiſts : but his Book had the ay- 
probation of the then Vice-Chancellor, axd both the Kings and Margret Profeſſors 
of Divinity in the Univerſity of Oxon. the wery chief” men in Office there, Their 
Approbation take in their own words, Fnoliſhed for the ſake of thoſe that know 
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v - LO 2 Reader. 


Let this Book be committed to the Preſs, the Title whereof is, 7he Relz- 
gion of Proteſtants X a ſafe way to Salvation. In which there is nothing cons .. 
trary to good manners, to the Doctrine and Diſcipline aſſerted in the Church 
of England. 

Rich. Bayley, Vice-Canc. Oxon. 


I have read over this Book, the Title of which is, 7he Religion of Pro- 
teſtants a ſafe way to Salvation. In which I find nothing contrary to the 
Dodrine and Diſcipline of the Engliſh Church ; but very many things 
which notably illuſtrate the Orthodox Faith, and do acutely, clearly and mo- 
deſtly diſſipate the contrary Gloſles: 


Fo. Prideaux, S.T. P. Regins Oxon. 


I Samuel Fell, publick Profeſſor of Theology in the Univerſity of Oxford, 
and Ordinary LeEturer of Lady Margaret, Gounteſs of Richmond, have read 
over the Book, the Title of which is, 7he Religion of Proteſtants a ſafe way 
zo Salvation: In which I find nothing contrary to the Doftrine- or Diſcipline 
of the Church of Zg/ana,; or to good manners, but many things ſtrongly 
and modeſtly diſcuſſed againſt the adverſaries of our Church, and the Ca- 
tholick Truth, which he happily defends. Dated Of. 14. anno 1637. 


Samnel Fell. 


This Book was Dedicated by 24r. Wuyll. Chillingworth to his Majeſty , 
Charles I. and is generally approved by Learned Proteſtants, as the ableſt De- 
fence of the Proteſtants Cauſe againſt the Papiſts, that is any where extant. 
There was another Faition F4 this Book, Licenſed by G. Stradling, ann. 1663, 
Chaplain to the then Arch-Biſhop of Cant. in theſe words Zngliſhed : 


I have read over this Book, the Title of which, 7he Religion of Proteſtants 
a ſafe way to Salvation: alſo nine Sermons lately added : In all which I find 
nothing contrary to the Doarine or Diſcipline of the Church of Zz2/azd,' but 
that it may be Printed with the greateſt profit of all men. 


1 have tranſcribed theſe teftimonjies for the ſake of thoſe that crack, The 
Church of Zzz/azd, The Church of Zzz/and, They are theonly Proteſtants, 
&c. By which it appears, that they do not underſtand the Religion of Proteſtants, 
or elſe for ſiniſter exds conceal their knowledge. | 

1 am perſwaded, that theſe Colleions may give occaſion to ſome, that have 
not, to read the Book, and to others to be more moderate in their Cenſures of Dif- 
ſenting Proteſtants. Tt would be very happy for us all, if we put inpraitice faith- 
fully his advice, which tends ſo much to love and peace, that it would contribute 
much both to our preſent weal and eternal happineſs. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Chillingvvorth's Judgment 


RELIGION. 


Proteſtants, etc. 


Of the Religion of Proteſtants. 


Proteſtants is in prudence to be preferred before. yours : as on the o- 

ther ſide I do not underſtand by your Religion the DoCtrine of 

Bellarmine, or Baronius, or any other private man amongſt you, 
nor the DoArine of the Sorbox, or of the Jeſuits , or of the Dominicans, 
or of any other particular Company amongſt you , but that wherein you 
all agree, or profeſs to agree, Zhe Doltrine of the Council of Tremt : 
ſo accordingly on. the other ſide, by Zhe Religion of Proteſtants, . 1 
donot underſtand the Dottrine of Zether,: or Calvin, - or 'Melanchton, nor 
the Confeſſion of fugufa or Geneva, nor the Catechiſm of Heidelburg, nor 
the Articles of the Church of Zzglazd, no, nor the Harmony of Proteftant 
Confeſſions; but that wherein they all agree, and. which they all ſubſcribe 
with a greater Harmony, as a perfe& Rule of their Faithand Attions ; that is, 
the BIBLE, the BIBLE, Ifay the BIBLE only is the Religion of Prote- 
ſtants ! Wharſoever elle they believe beſides it,and the plain irrefragable, indu- 
bitable conſequences of it, well may they hold it as a matter of Opinion, but 
not as a matter of Faith and Religion ; neither can they with coherence to their 
own grounds believe it themſelves, nor require the belief of it of others, with- 
out moſt high and moſt ſchiſmatical Preſumption. I, for my part; after along 
(and as I utterly believe and hope) impartial ſearch of the true way to eternal 
happineſs, do profels plainly, that Icannot find arty reſt forthe ſole of my foot, 
but upon this Rock only. I ſee plainly and with mine own eyes, that there 
fare Popes _—_ Popes, Councils againſt Councils, ſome Fathers againſt 0- 
thers, the fame Fathers againſt themſelves, a Conſent of Fathers of one! Age 
Fit B again 


| 'Oi- 6. Now. 56: Know then, Sir, that when I ſay the Religion of 


F2 3 

againſt the Church of another Age ; Traditive Interpretations of Scripture are 
pretended, but there are few or none to be found: No Tradition but only of 
ipture can_drive it ſelf from the Fountain, but may be plainly proved, ej. 
ther to have been brought in, in ſuch an Age after Chriſt, or that in ſuch an 
Ape it was not in. , In a word, there is no Wllicieyy certainty but pf the Scri- 
proce ophro Fn aph pbderipamyyephitvper| Hhiskherefore, and this _ 

only, e reaſba to believe; this I will pro6fels, according to this I will live, 
and for this, if there be occaſion, I will not only willingly, bur even gladly loſe 
my life, though I ſhould be ſoxry,qhat,Chriftians ſhould take it from me. Pro- 
_m me any thing out of this book, and require whether [ believe it or no, and 
ſeem it never ſo incomprehenſible to humane reaſon, I will ſubſcribe it with 
nd agd heart, as knowing nodemonſtratzon can be fronger than this, Goo 
uth fpig ſo, therefore it is true. In other things I will takeno mans liberty of 
ent from him, nexther {þall » fem. take mine from me; I will think 
no man the worſe man ar the worle Chriſtian ; I will love a6 man the leſs for 
differing in opinion from me ; and what meaſure I mete to others, I expe& 
from them again: I am fully aflureg that God does not, and therefore thar 
men ought not to require any more of any man than this, To believe the Scri- 
naps to be God's Word, to endeavour to find the true fence of it, and to 


fall intoerror, yet I am ſecure from any danger thereby, if but your grounds 
be true ; becauſe endeavguring tq'fmnd the. true ſence of Scripture, Icannot but 


L 


you. will never prove. Fer bg: 
phy iS Every mias.to Foudg for. himſelf in.matters of Religion. * 
< Chp 2. 16. In Civiland Criminal Cauſes, the Parties have for the inoft 
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B - - part reſt, and very often ſo little honeſty,” that they will nat ſub- 
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mit to a Law though never o-plain, if itbe againſt them 3 or will not ſee it 69 
be againft them, though it.be:{o neyer {o plainly : Whereas 'if-men were: 10% 
neſt, and the Law were,plain'and extended to all-caſes,” there would be little 
need of Judges. Now in matters of Religion, when the Queſtion is, Whether: 
every man be a fit Judg and Chuler for himſelf, we ſuppoſe men honeſt, and: 
ſuch as underſtand the difference between a Moment and Erernity ; and ſuch 
men, we conceive, will think it highly concerns them to be of the true Religi> 
on, but nothing at all that this -or-thar Religion ſhould be the true : And'then. 
we ſuppoſe that all the neceflary points of Religion are plain and eafie, and 
conſequently every man in his Cauſe to be a comperent Juds for himſelf, be 
cauſe it concerns himſelf to judg right as much as Erernal Happineſs is worth; 
and if through his own default he judg amiſs, he alone ſhall futfer for it. 
Ch. 3. 4. $1. If they [ Men |] would be themſelves, and be content 
that others ſhould be, in the choice. of their Religion, the Servants. of God 
and notiof men; if they would allow, that the way to Heaven is no narrower 
now than Chriſt left it, this Yoak no heavier than he made it ; that the belief 
of nomore difficulties is required now. to Salvation, than was inthe Primitive 
Church ; that no Error is1n it felf deſtruQive and excluſive from Salvation - 
now, which was not then; if inftead of being zealous Papiſts, earneſt Calvi- 
niſts, rigid Lutherans, they would become themſelves, and be content that o- 
thers ſhould be plain and honeſt Chriſtians ; if all men would believe the Scri- | 
pture, and freeing themſelves from prejudice and paſſion, would lincerely en- * 
deavour to find the true fence of it, and live according to it, and require no ? 
more of others but to do ſo, not denying their Communion to any that do fo; 
would ſo order their publick-fervice of God, thatall which do ſo may withour 
ſcruple or hypocrilie, or proteſtation againſt any part of it, joyn with them in - 
it; who'does not ſee that (feeing as. we {uppoſe here, and ſhall prove hereaf- 
ter) all neceſſary Truths are plainly and evidently fetdown in Scripture; there | 
would of neceſſity be among all men, in allchings neceflary, vnity of Opinion? 
And notwithſtanding any other differences that are-drcouldibe, Uniry of Com- 
mnaunion, and Charity, and mutual Toleration ; by. which meats all Schilm 
and Hereſfie would be baniſhed the workd, and thoſe wretched contentions 
which row rend and tear in pieces not the Coat, but the members and bowels 
of Chriſt, with mutual Pride and Tyranty, and Curſiag, Killing, and Damd- 
ing, would fain'make mortal, ſholikd ſpeedily receive a mtolt blefſed Caraſtro- 
.phe: But'of this hereafter, when-we ſhall come to the Queſtion-of Sell; 
wherein] perſwade my fell that I ſhall plainly (hew, 'that the moſt vehenient 
.Acculers are the greateſt Offenders, and that they ate' indeed at this time the 
greateſt Schiſmaticks, who make the way to Heaven narrower, the Yoke of 
;Qhriſt heavier, the differences of Faith greater, tle conditions of Ecclcfiaſtical 
Goverament harder and ſtricter, than chey were-made at - the beginning by 
Chriſt -and-his Apoſtles ; they who talk of Unity and-aimar Tyranny, and 
Will have peace with none but with their Slaves and Vaſlaks. . | 


Pref. .N. 30.———For what one Concluſion is there in the whole Fabrigk 
of my Diſcourſe, that is not gaturally deduableoutof thisione Principle, 7har 
. all things neceſſary to Salvation are evidently contained in the Scriptures? Or what 
.-one Coneluſwon almoſt of importance is thete in your Bbok, which is not by 
this one dearly confutable?' Grantthis, and it will preſently follow in oppoſi- 
.tionto your firſt Concluſion, and the Argument of 'your firſt Chapter, That a; _ 
;mongſt men of different Opinions, touching che-obſcure and controyerted 
; Queſtions of Religion , ſuch as may with probability'be diſputed on doth ſides, 
«(and fuck arethe diſputes of Proteſtants) men ant Lovers of Truth of 
-All ſides! thay be faved, becauſe all ary things' being luppoſed evident 


ce 
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bencerning them, with men {o- qualified, there will be no difference ; there 


being no more certain ſign that a point is not evident, than that honeſt and un- 
gerftanding and indifferent men, and ſuch as give themſelves liberty of Judg- 
ment, after a mature conſideration of the matter, differ about -ir. 


Of Diſagreeing Proteſtants, 


 Anſ. to Pref. N. 26. 1. The moſt diſagreeing Proteſtants that are, yer 
{thus far agree, that theſe Books of Scripture which were never doubted of in 
© the Church, are the undoubted Word of God, and a perfe& Rule of Faith. 
© 2. That the ſenſe of them which God intended, whatſoever it is, is certainly 
| true; ſo that they believe implicitly even thoſe very truths againſt which they 
err; and why an implicit faith in Chriſt and his Word, ſhould not ſuffice as 
| well as an implicit faith in your Church, Lhave defired to be reſolved by ma- 
* ny of your ſide, but'never could. 3. That 'they are to uſe their beſt endea- 
yours to believe the Scripture in true ſenſe, and to live according to ir. This 
- if they perform (as I hope many on all ſides do) truly and fincerely, it is im- 
| poſſible but that they ſhould believe aright in all things neceſſary to Salvation; 
© that is, in all thoſe things that pertain'to the Covenant between”God and Mari 
in Chriſt; for ſo much is not only plainly but frequently contained in Scri- 
* pture and believing aright rhe Covenant, if they for their parts perform the 
condition required of them, which is ſincere obedience, why ſhould they not 
| expe that God will perform his promiſe and give them Salvation? For as for 
; ob things which lye without the Covenant, and are therefore leſs neceſſary; 
if by reaſon of the ſeeming Conflift which isoftentimes berween Scripture, 
| Reaſon, and Authority onthe one fide, and Scripture, Reaſon, and Authority 
\ on the other, if by reaſon of the variety: of Tempers, Abilities, Educations, 
© - andunavoidable Prejudices, whereby mens Underſtandings are variouſly form- 
| "ed and faſhioned, they do embrace ſeveral opinions whereof ſome muſt be er-* 
--roneous; to ſay thatGod'will damn them for ſach errors, who are Lovers of 
* "him, and Lovers: of Truth, __ rob man of his Comfort, and God of his 
©  Goodnels, it is ro take man deſperate, and God a Tyrant. ' * *. -—- 
: 2. N. 27. That it is ſufficient for any:mans Salvation that he believe the 
- - Scripture, that he endeavour to believe'it in the true ſence of it as far as con- 
_ -cerns his duty ; and thathe conform + his life unto it either by Obedience or 
© /Repentance: He thatdoes ſo, (and all Proteſtants, according to the DiiFamys 
2 tr Religion; ſhould do fo) may be ſecured that he cannot err; fundamen- 
- . tally, fo that notwithſtanding theit differences and your prefumption, che 
* "fame Haven may receiveithem all. | D 
© Bb. N. 29. Whocanfind fault with him [7 De porter ] for laying ; If through 
want of means of InftruQtion, Incapacity,: invincible or probable Ignorance, 
_* amandye in error, he:may be ſaved - But if he be negligent in ſeeking truth, 
- unwilling to findit; either doth or will-not fee it, or might ſee irand will tot, 


* 
- 


© thathis caſe is dangerous and without repentance deſperate. LOI 
= Ch. 1. N. rx: Methinks with much more reaſon and much more charity, 
© > you muſt ſuppoſe that many of theſe Controverſies which are now-diſputed*a- 
| *, mong Chriſtians (all which PRIN themſelves Lovers of Chriſt, 'and'truly de- 
' Grous to know his will and do it) are. either zor decidable by that means'which 
God hath provided, and/ſo not neceffary 'to be:decided); : or'if they'be, yer vor 
| | ſo plejnh and evidently, as to oblige 'men. to'' hold / one. way + 'Orlaſtly;1if 
decidable, and evidently decided, yer youtnay: hope that the errin Ig part, d 
ice does not ſee the-queſtion tobe decided” againſt him; ynd: ſeoppbles 
| : not 
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not that which he doth know to be the word of God, but only that whicti 

you know tobe ſo, and which he might know, were he yoid of prejudice * 

which is a faulc,I confeſs,but ajfault which is incident even to good and honeſt 

Men very often and not of ſuch a Gigantick Diſpoſition as you make it, to 
flie direQtly upon God Almighty, and to give him the Lye tohis Face. 


Of the Neceſſity of a Viſible Fudge in Comtroverſies of Religion, as well as in 
___ Crvil Matters. 


Ch. 1. N. 17.— [Tn Civil Controverſies we are obliged only to external 
paſſive obedience, and not to antinternal and ative. We are bound to obey 
the ſentence of the Judge, or not to reſiſt it, but not always to believe it 
juſt. But in matters of Religion ſuch a Judge is required whom we ſhould 
be obliged to believe to have judgedright,fo that in Civil Controverfiesevery 
honeſt and underſtanding Maa is fit to be a Judge, but in Religionnone but 
he that is infallible. | | 

5. In Civil Cauſes there is means and power, when the Judge has de- 
creed to compel men to obey his Sentence : otherwiſe I believe Laws alone 
would be to as much purpoſe for the ending of Differences, as Laws and 
Judges both. But all the power in the World is neither fit to convince, nor 
able to compel a Maft's Conſcience to conſent to any thing ; worldly terror 
may prevail ſo far asto make Men profeſs a Religion which they believe not, 
( ſuch men I mean who know not that there is a Heaven provided for Mar- 
tyrs, and a Hell for thoſe that diſſemble ſuch Truths as are neceſſaty to be 
profeſſed ) but to force either any man to believe what he believes not, or a- 
ny honeſt man to diſſemble what he- does believe (if God commands him to 
profeſs it ). of to. profeſs what he does not. believe, all the powers in the 
world are tag weak, with all the powers of; Hell to aſhſt them. 

7, In Civil Matters it is impoſſible 77:55 ſhould hold the Land in queſtion, 
and Sempronixs too ; and therefore either the Plaintiff muſt injure the Defen- 
dant by diſquieting, his Poſſeſſion, or the Defendant wrong the Plaintiff, by 
keepin his Right from him. - But in Controverſies of Religion the caſe is 0- 
therwiſe, I may hold my opinion, and do you no wrong, and you yours, and 
do me none. Nay, we may both of us hold our opinion, and yet do our 
oo ho harm, provided the difference be not touching any thing neceſlary to 

alvation, and that we love truth ſo well, as to be diligent to inform our 
Conſcience, and conſtant in following it, 


Hi « .C oncerning Errors Damnable or not Damnable, 


_ Ch.3.N. 52. 1 an{wer that theſe Differences between Proteſtarits concern- 
ing Errors-damnable,and not damnable : Truths fundamental and not funda- 
mental may, be eaſily reconciled ;. for either the Error they ſpeak of, may be 
prrely and ſimply involuntary, os it may be in reſpeCt of the _ of it volur- 
Zarily : If thacauſe of it be ſome voluntary and unavoidable fault, the error 
is it ſelf ſinful, and conſequently inits own nature damnablezas if by negligence 
in ſeking the, Truth, by unwillingneſs to find it, by pride, by obſtinacy, by 
deſiring that Religion ſhould be true which ſuits beſl with my erids, by fear 
of mens ill opinion, or any other worldly fear, or any worldly ho 


, I be- 
tray my felf to any error contrary 'to any divine revealed Truth, Meooirir 
may be juſtly fled a Sin, and corlſequently-of it ſelf to ſuch ani one damina- 
"ble; butif 1 be guilxy to know the 


© as. vs | of rione of theſe faults, but be def 
.tith, and diligent in ſeeking it, and __ not atall with jo 
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andblood a- 
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about the choice of my. only with God and*thatReafon that he 
hach given 'me :'If T be thus NY te and yer through humane infirwity / 
fall i Kits error, that error cannot damuiable.. Apain, the Parcyerring may 


be conceived either fo 


with Contrition; for all his'Sins'known .and pn- 


known, or withour it { It he dye Withourte;: this error in it Jelf 'damnable, 

will be likewiſe ſo unto him ; if he dye with Contrition (as, his error can be 
no impediment but he may hiserror, =y..ok in it Telf daninabk, to him, 
according to your DoQrine, will not prove 1o 


Of uſing Force in Watters of Relig ton.” 


Ch.s. A. V: 96, But they endeavonred to forrethe Sotiety aber they were parts, ' 
tb be heed and reformed as they were, apd if it refaſed, they did, when they hall © 


ef; drive theps away, even their Sup both S) iritual ard Temporal, as is. 
vp fog The probs hereof are wanting, and Thorens Emi defer my , if 
Anſwer until they were produced, yet: -44 this. before hand; If they did ſo, F 
teh herein, in my_ opinion, they did amiſs ; for I have fearnt from the anci- © 7 
ent Fathers of the Church, that /Yorhing 7s 1 ainſt Religion, than to force £ 
'S 


| Religion zand of St. Panl, The eapons of the Chri ian Wixfare are not Carnal ;. 
And Reaſon: For humane 'violence may. en _coumerfeit, but- «,.. 

can make'them bt notning, but ( bree d Form 

abou and Atheilm within Beni f\ Sees or Þ 1:4 men to;erh-. 

brace any Religion were generally SF (as if it may be j y / pſed ' any. 

place, by thoſe that bave power and think th SY have truth, - certainly. they 

| cannot with reaſon fear: but thatir => & meye ry place; by thoſe that 
have power as well as they, and think they have eek as well as they). what: 

could follow but the pun on of Trurh,”bur Perhaps only of, the' 

p "roo br the prk pO Tg T- what will 
otlow rom It e preſervation Ke enture © ths bi Fn eh 

only: of | onſormtity by portal yon and Churches; | ws, 


ter and mentable Diviſions 'of Chri 


ni rage rmeys tan follow front it,, bur perhaps in 
Policy, :nporal Benefir and * of Temp | 
Spier th the it = judice,if not the Jiffohution of orti q 
therefore it well becomes them whiq have their rg ph his li 
erve no highe ; than that of Zng/and,' of! Sin, or. France x 


happineſs but the preſervation of their own. Fortunes. and ET in this 
S bit humane Power 


and Machiavilian Pali and Fronage 's Regi ant Civh- 
zati Inoperium babenti nil js perl X Hs Ba E it may b 
core 66. maihtain by wo. Tal 
ED on; forif all be vain 
ver.is better; chars og betauſs 


J wy poorns whi 4 1F6Y ? 7 
Spoon 4 Gao 
Joſs thetr on $41 oP 
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Inftrument to ſupport Errors, and Superſtitions, and Impieties, in the ſeveral þ 


' of Captivating their Underſtanding to Scripture only, and as Rivers, wheti 


>] 


ſibly diſturb their temporal quietneſs, there being tio danger to atiy Stat! 
rom any mans Opinion, unleſs it be ſuch an Opinion by which diſobedience 
to Authority or Impliety 15 taught or Licenſed ; which fort] confeſs may juſtly 
be puniſhed as well as other faults ; or unleſs this ſanguinary Dodrine be joys 
ed with it, That it is lawful for him by humane violence to enforce others td 
it. 


/ 


Chap. 4. N. 16. This preſumptuous impoſing of the Senſes of meri uporithe 
words of God, the ſpecial ſenſes of men upon the general words of God, and! 
laying them upon mens Conſciences together under the equal penalty of DeatH 
and Damnation. This vain Conceit that we can ſpeak of the things of God 
better than the words of God ; this deifying our own interpretations, and: 
Tyrannous enforcing them upon others ; this reſtraining of the word of God; 
from that Latitude and Generality, and the Underſtandings of mien from that * 
liberty, wherein Chrift and the/Apoſiles left them; this perſwaſion is no firs? 
gularity of mine, but the DoQrine which I have learned from Divines of great? 
Learning and Judgment. Let the Reader be pleaſed to peruſe the ſeventh : 
Book of cont. de Strat. Satane, and Zanch. his laſt Oration delivered by hin 
after the compoſing of the diſcord between him and Lnervachius, and he | 
confeſs as much is, and hath been the only Fountain of all the Scliiſms of the : 
Church, and that which makes them immortal : The common Incendiary of * 
Chriſtendom, and that which (as Ifaid before) tears in pieces not the Coat but ? 
the Bowels and Members of Chriſt ; Ridezte Zurca, nec dolente Judzo, takt a> : 
way theſe Walls of Separation, and all will quickly be one. Take away this 
Perſecuting, Burning, Curſing, Damning of men for not ſubſcribing to tlie words * 
of men, as the words of God, require of Chriſtians only to believe Chriſt, and *: 
tocall no man Maſter but him only ; let thoſe leave claiming Infallibility, that !? 
have no Title to it, andlet them that in their Words diſclaim it, diſclaim it : 
likewiſe in their Actions. Ina word, take away Tyranny which is the Devils : 


parts _ the world, which could not otherwiſe long withſtand the powet of 
Truth. 


Ifay take away Tyranny, and reſtore Chriſtians to their juſt and full liberty 


they have a free , Tun all tothe Ocean, ſo it may well be rants a : 
blefling, that uny —_ thus moderated, may quickly reduce Chriſten- 
dom to Truth and Unity. Thee hom of Peace (I am perſwaded) may 
come from the God of Peace, and to his Bleſſing I recommend them. 


